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Abstract

Since its inception , the Religious Seminary has played a pivot-
al and pioneering role in building society across all levels. Specific
movements and reforms undertaken by the religious seminary were
destined to alter the entire trajectory of events, shift the balance
of power, and transform setbacks into victories. Foremost among
these major movements is the Sufficient Defence Edict issued by
the Supreme Religious Authority, His Eminence Seid. Al-Sistani (may
Allah prolong his life).

This Edict played a magnificent role in aborting and burying the
dangerous conspiracy of arrogant powers that planned to implant a
new cancerous tumour in the region—one bearing a striking resem-
blance to the cancerous tumour previously implanted in Palestine.
The Edict served to correct the trajectory and restore life to Iraqi
society after it had reached a state of total paralysis, leading to its
stabilization and scientific and cultural development.

e Research Problem: What is the role of the Religious Seminary
of Najaf? How does it interact with contemporary crises, and what
are the results and effects of the Sufficient Defence Edict?

e Methodology: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical ap-
proach.

¢ Objectives:

1. To shed light on the Religious Seminary of Najaf: its history, its
role in reforming society, protecting the homeland, uprooting cor-
ruption, and restoring order, using the Sufficient Defence Edict by
the Highest Religious Authority, Seid. Al-Sistani, as a paradigm.

2. To address the results of this blessed Edict, which formed a
critical turning point in contemporary Iraqi history, from which Al-
Hashd emerged as a formidable force standing against current and

future external ambitions.



e Key Results:

1. The Religious Seminary of Najaf, under the leadership of His
Eminence Seid. Al-Sistani, has a significant role in burying sedi-
tion and removing dangers surrounding Iraqgi society, most notably
through the Sufficient Defence Edict, which directed Iraq toward se-
curity and social stability.

2. One of the most significant outcomes of this blessed Edict was
the establishment of Al-Hashd as a governmental institution and a
considerable power that thwarted the dangerous conspiracy aimed
at fragmenting and occupying Iraq by dark forces seeking the de-
struction of the land and its people.

Keywords: Sufficient Defence Edict, Sayyid Al-Sistani, Religious

Seminary of Najaf, Contemporary Crises, Dark Forces.
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Abstract

This research examines the spatiotemporal dimension of the
Sufficient Jihad Edict through a modern intellectual analysis, high-
lighting its ability to transcend temporal and spatial boundaries as
a strategic response to emergent events. The study demonstrates
how this Edict influenced society intellectually, socially, and polit-
ically, examining the depth of its method and its comprehensive
implications.

e Statement of the Topic: The concept of Sufficient Jihad is one of
the crucial pillars of Islamic thought. The Edict regarding it is char-
acterized by an applicative flexibility that harmonizes with temporal
and spatial variables. This research aims to analyze the Edict from a
modern intellectual perspective, understanding its dimensions and
impact in formulating effective responses to challenges, with a fo-
cus on its chronological and geographical depth.

¢ Objectives:

1. To highlight the temporal and spatial dimensions of the Suffi-
cient Jihad Edict.

2. To analyze the intellectual foundations that rendered the Edict
applicable across time and place.

3. To explore the impact of this Edict on society regarding politi-
cal, social, and intellectual aspects.

4. To provide a modern reading of the legislative flexibility char-
acterizing the Edict.

5. To deduce practical lessons applicable to facing contemporary
challenges.

e Expected Results:

1. Demonstrating the Sufficient Jihad Edict’s ability to deal with
emerging challenges without being restricted to a specific time or

location.



2. Clarifying the intellectual depth of the Edict as a legislative
methodology characterized by flexibility and effectiveness.

3. Establishing that the Sufficient Jihad Edict transcends spatio-
temporal borders, remaining valid for application in all eras.

4. Illustrating the Edict>s compatibility with the needs of contem-
porary Islamic societies in facing various challenges.

5. Providing a deeper understanding of the Edict>s role in rein-
forcing the unity of the Islamic Ummah and elevating the level of
crisis response.

6. Offering new insights into the application of the Edict within
the framework of modern challenges, such as terrorism and mod-
ern warfare.

7. Promoting intellectual and religious thought that supports the
implementation of the Sufficient Jihad Edict in diverse contexts.

Keywords: Temporal Dimension, Spatial Dimension, Sufficient Ji-

had Edict, Intellectual Analysis.
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Abstract

The Almighty said: And why should ye not fight in the cause of Al-
lah and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed)?
Men women and children whose cry is: “Our Lord! rescue us from
this town whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from Thee
one who will protect; and raise for us from Thee one who will help!”
(Quran 4:75). And from the Commander of the Faithful (P.B.U.H.):
“Now then: Verily, Jihad is a gate among the gates of Paradise,
which Allah has opened for the most distinguished of His intimate
servants and has permitted them to enter it as a generous favor
from Him and a bestowed blessing He has stored up. Jihad is the
garb of piety, the impregnable shield of Allah, and His most reliable
protection. Therefore, whoever abandons it out of aversion will be
clothed by Allah in the garment of abasement and encompassed by
tribulation.” (Al-Kafi, 9: 360).

Jihad in the way of Allah is the pinnacle of Islam, the spreader
of its banner, and the protector of its sanctity . Jihad and fighting
in the way of Allah are considered among the most important legal
rulings and pillars of Islam. Its obligation is a necessity of the religion
and an axiom of Islamic rulings, evidenced by numerous Quranic
verses and consecutive narrations from the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) and
the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.T.).

Jurists have addressed this in their books and deductive studies,
making the obligation of Jihad a clear ruling in our Sharia for all
Muslims. Sheikh Yahya bin Saeed Al-Hilli states: “As for its obliga-
tion, it is known from the Quran and from the religion of the Proph-
et (P.B.U.H.) by necessity.”

Jihad is categorized as Initial: fighting initiated by Muslims
against others to invite them to Islam; and Defensive: fighting to

repel those who wish to eliminate the Islamic religion or encroach



upon Islamic lands. Both are obligatory. Sufficient: If performed by
some, the obligation falls from the rest; if abandoned by all, all de-
serve punishment. Therefore, the Islamic Sharia must be preserved
and defended, just as a believer must defend their religion, land,
homeland, and everything the Sharia or reason commands them
to protect, sacrificing oneself and one’s valuables for its sake. Jihad
has legal conditions that must be met, entailing specific duties and
rulings.

The Religious Authority of the Imami Shia and the adherents of
the Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.T.)—from the beginning of the Major Occulta-
tion to the present day—is considered the haven and impregnable
fortress for the Ummah and the believers, especially during intense
crises. It is the voice of the preponderant reason, the rational word,
and the courageous, conscious stance that achieves moderation
and reform in society. No other entity, such as the Religious Au-
thority, can fulfill this role in terms of guidance, intellectual prepa-
ration, comprehensive mobilization, and logistical and moral sup-
port, as required by the phase and prevailing political, social, and
economic circumstances. Its distinguished role throughout history
clearly evidences this.

The Religious Seminary represents the link between the Imams
of the Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.T.) and the believers. The Religious Sem-
inary of Najaf is the grand university for the Shia of Ahl al-Bayt
(P.B.U.T.), graduating dozens of scholars, researchers, orators, and
Mujtahids over the years. Despite often complex and varying cir-
cumstances, it has never wavered from its primary goal: serving
as the center of jurisprudential, social, and jihadist movements for
the Shia. Its top priority remains the Defence of the homeland and
its protection from dangers.

Throughout the Major Occultation, the top-tiered leaders have



emerged and absorbed the hopes and pains of the Ummah. Among
them was Sheikh Ja’far al-Janaji al-Najafi, known as Kashif al-Ghita
(1156-1228 AH), a figure of immense social and political influence
who assumed the Supreme Religious Authority after Seid. Mahdi
Bahr al-Ulum. When Wahhabi terrorists and Takfiris attacked Iraq,
invading Karbala and Najaf with savagery, Sheikh Ja’far rose to de-
fend the city, its sanctities, and its people. He issued an Edict mak-
ing it obligatory to confront them and arm the scholars, students,
and residents. He stood at the forefront, weapon in hand; arguably
the first Mujtahid to personally lead a defensive Jihad against the
enemies of Islam.

In our contemporary era, the turning point that astonished the
world was the Sufficient Defence Edict issued by the Supreme Au-
thority, Sayyid Ali Al-Husseini Al-Sistani (May Allah prolong his life)
on June 13, 2014. He called upon the sons of Iraq to volunteer to
bear arms against the ISIS gangs after they swept through large
parts of Iraq. Iraq was heading into a dark tunnel, where it was not
for his blessed Edict, which flipped the equation through the com-
pliance of the Iragi masses, who rushed from all governorates to
fight the enemies. The sons of Iraq stood to defend their homeland
after everyone had bet on their inability to exit the crisis.

Methodology: The research employs an analytical-inductive ap-
proach, consistent with the deductive method commonly used in
religious seminaries.

Keywords: Legal Ruling, Jihad, Defence, Sufficient Defence, Con-
ditions, Duties, Rulings, Sheikh Kashif al-Ghita, Sayyid Al-Sistani.
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Abstract

The Sufficient Jihad Edict issued by the Supreme Religious
Authority, Grand Ayatollah Seid. Ali Al-Sistani (May Allah prolong his
life), created a strategic shift in the local and international spheres.
It re-emphasized the pioneering role of the Religious Seminary
in Najaf Al-Ashraf in leading society and enhancing its security
and stability. This Edict emerged in the context of confronting an
existential threat aimed at tearing the national fabric and imposing
external agendas, making it a decisive turning point in the political
and social history of modern Iraq.

This study illustrates the nature of the visionary leadership for
Seid. Al-Sistani , characterized by wisdom, the ability to discern
reality, and decisive decision-making in critical moments. The
dimensions of this leadership were represented by willpower,
authenticity, future vision, accurate prediction, confidence in the
decisions , strategic field intelligence, and the spiritual/divine
dimension, reflecting a connection to religious principles and
reliance on Allah in making fateful decisions. These dimensions
contributed to entrenching a system of jihadist values that was not
limited to a specific sect but extended to all components of Iraqi
society, thereby fostering national unity. The dimensions of these
jihadist values included: Courage, Sincerity, Sacrifice in the way of
Allah, Spiritual Values, and Defence of the Oppressed. Based on an
administrative reading of the Edict of Holy Jihad, the study’s problem
centers on the following question: To what extent did Sayyid Ali Al-
Sistani’s visionary leadership contribute to preserving national unity
through the entrenchment of jihadist values?

Methodology: The study employs scientific methods, divided
into four main sections. The first section covers the methodological

framework. The second examines the concept of visionary leadership

7 555 = Eb st e fball il w5 G U ST Gl o palandl bl &0 00l G55 01 85L1
= 53yl el sled !



and its relationship to instilling values and fostering national unity.
The third focuses on field analysis. The fourth concludes with the
most prominent findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Visionary Leadership, Sufficient Defence Edict,
Spiritual Values, National Unity, Najaf Al-Ashraf, Sayyid Ali Al-Sistani,
Jihadist Values
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Abstract

The current study, “ Sufficient Defense Edict and Related Ser-
mons: Analytical Study in Light of Systemic Intelligence Skills,” de-
rives its significance from the importance of the figure on focus : the
Supreme Religious Authority, His Eminence Seid. Ali Al-Sistani. As
he stands as a symbol of strategic leadership whose influence was
clearly manifested in achieving stability in the country. He demon-
strates a wise approach based on Systemic Intelligence skills by call-
ing upon all segments of the Iraqgi people to unite and reject man-
ifestations of sectarianism, exclusion, and marginalization, thereby
achieving social peace and security. Without His Eminence’s direc-
tives, the country would have drifted into a civil war with dire con-
sequences.

The researchers argue that the Edicts of Sufficient Jihad, contain-
ing skills of Systemic Intelligence, had a profound impact on elimi-
nating the sedition that nearly ravaged the country—sedition that
the criminal organization ISIS attempted to sow. The research com-
prises four sections:

1. Defining Strategic Leadership, its importance, the characteris-
tics of a strategic leader, and leadership requirements and elements.

2. Defining Systemic Intelligence, its importance, and the traits of
anintelligentindividual.

3. Strategic Leadership of Seid. Al-Sistani: An analytical study of
the Edict and sermons of Sufficient Jihad based on Systemic Intelli-
gence skills.

4. Conclusions and references.

Keywords: Strategic Leadership, Systemic Intelligence.
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Abstract

This research addresses the constitutional framework underpin-
ning the Sufficient Defence Edict issued by the Supreme Authority,
Seid. Ali Al-Sistani (may Allah prolong his life ), in June 2014, amidst
a threat by a terrorist group to the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Iraq . The research aims to clarify the extent to which this
edict aligns with effective Iraqi legislation, particularly the 2005 Iraqi
Constitution. It identifies constitutional articles relevant to confront-
ing internal and external terrorism and elucidates the existence of
a constitutional position for the Supreme Authority within the mod-
ern lraqi state.

The research shows a fixed Imami jurisprudential principle: the
necessity of the religiously accountable individual adhering to fa-
vorable legislation, specifically the Constitution, as it is the supreme
document of legislation, and the laws and regulations stemming
from it. From this premise, the researcher seeks to prove the com-
patibility between the Religious Edict and the requirements of the
constitutional text, describing it as a religious response to an exis-
tential threat to the nation that is simultaneously legitimate from
constitutional and legal standpoints.

* Research Problem: The extent to which Sufficient Defence Edict
conforms to effective Iraqi legislation, especially constitutional law;
identifying constitutional articles related to combating internal and
external terrorism; outlining the duty of the state and investigating
the existence of a legislative center for the Supreme Authority with-
in the Iraqi constitutional organization.

¢ Objectives: To draw the attention of public opinion and special-
ists to the alignment of the Religious Edict with legislation (constitu-

tional or legal) and to demonstrate the harmony of the positions for

7Y US55 (g sl )



the Supreme Authority with the practical legal framework govern-
ing the Iraqi state, its individuals, and institutions.

e Expected Results: The practical activation of constitutional ar-
ticles related to security and Defence, and the enhancement of the
monitoring and follow-up of the authority to ground security , con-
tributing to the preservation and protection of the state pillars: the
People, the Territory, and the Political System.

Keywords: Constitution, Edict, Defense, Religious Authority, Ter-

rorism.
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Abstract

Since 2005 , ratification of the Constitution, and even before that,
Irag has been preoccupied with defining an operational design for its bat-
tle against terrorism. This battle carried numerous social descriptions
that made it appear as a historical burden that the new lIraqgi political
system struggled to hold. Although terrorism and extremism are con-
tradictory concepts, their goal is singular—a fact Iraqis failed to grasp
despite their planning, measures, and sacrifices. They entrusted their
security to mental representations difficult to disentangle , even though
these representations were, until recently, part of assumptions that
could have been addressed by structuring security institutions without
pushing them toward the sins of politicians.

Since terrorism is a political enemy by birth, not merely a security
one, the collapse of Iragi national security in 2014 is attributed to that
political sin. However, addressing the danger of ISIS compelled the Ira-
gi people to acknowledge the solution, particularly after the Religious
Authority issued the Sufficient Jihad Edict in June 2014. This was a land-
mark event in modern Iragi history, playing a pivotal role in counter-
ing the terrorist ISIS organization after it seized vast areas of Iraq. This
was achieved through several means, most notably the founding of Al-
Hashd, which raised morale by restoring the confidence to the Iraqgi peo-
ple in the security forces and achieving a balance among security forces
that were suffering from collapse. Furthermore, it established the con-
cept of Popular Security by making citizens partners in the production of
security. Thus, the Sufficient Jihad Edict constituted more than a mere
religious call; it was a strategic move built upon a sense of national and
spiritual responsibility that aided Irag during its most difficult times and
entrenched the status of the Religious Authority as a safety valve for the
homeland.
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Abstract

Throughout modern history, the Shia Religious Authorities have
played a significant and tangible role in nation-building. This role
differs from those played by religious authorities outside the Shia
sect. Taking Mirza Muhammad Al-Shirazi as an example, we find
the blessed Religious Authority played a role in managing the 1920
Revolution and laying the correct foundations for building the Iraqi
state.

Moving to the Religious Authority of Seid. Al-Sistani, may Allah
prolong his life , we find that his authority is the fortified stronghold
and impregnable fulcrum against all conspiracies woven and direct-
ed against the Iraqi people, starting from 2003 to the present. It
supported the creation of a written constitution, contributed to its
adoption, and was a key force in halting the terrorist encroachment
in 2014. This abstract cannot encompass all the blessed roles and
stances of the Supreme Religious Authority, which will be addressed
throughout this research.

Keywords: Seid. Al-Sistani, Iraq, State, Security, Elections.
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Abstract

The research aims to identify the ethical values recommended
by Seid. Al-Sistani (May Allah prolong his life) for members of the Al-
Hashd, to determine the extent to which these values are adhered
to, and to ascertain the relative importance or ranking of these
values based on their weighted mean and percentage weight.

To achieve the research objectives, the researcher adopted the
methods of Content Analysis and Questionnaire. The content of
Seid. Al-Sistani’s advice and recommendations to fighters in the
fields of Jihad (issued on 12/2/2015 from his office), as well as
Friday sermons following the Sufficient Jihad Edict (coinciding with
the Edict’s anniversary from 2014 to 2020), were analyzed. This
analysis yielded (36) items, which were drafted into a preliminary
questionnaire. After verifying the psychometric properties of the
questionnaire (validity and reliability), (11) invalid items were
excluded, resulting in a final version of (25) items. This was applied
to a sample of 50 Al-Hashd members.

After statistically analyzing the responses, the researcher
concluded that each of the 25 items stands for an ethical value. It
was found that members of Al-Hashd are committed to the moral
values recommended by Seid. Al-Sistani. Subsequently, the ethical
values (items) were ranked according to their weighted mean and
weighted percentage, with certain items reaching the first and
second ranks. Considering these findings, several recommendations

were formulated.
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